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L. An Account of fome Antiquities found
in Cornwall :  In a Letter from the Rev.
William Borlafe, M. 4. F. R. 8. to the

Rev. Charles Lyttelton, L.L.D. D:an
of Exeter.

Rev. Sir, Ludgvan, Dec. 4. 1758.

Read Jan. 11, § I know the pleafure, which every

1759 branch of ancient literature gives
youy I fhould not excufe myfelf, if I did not com-
municate to you a late difcovery of Roman antiqui-
ties in thefe wefternmoft parts of Britain.

In the year 1756 a farmer at Boflens, in the parifh
of St. Erth, driving his oxen from the field, per-
ceived the foot of one of them to fink a little deeper
than ordinary into the earth at A, fig.8. (See Tas. I.)
Curiofity, and the hopts of treafure, led him foon
after to fearch the place s where was foon difcovered
a perpendicular pit, circular, of two feet and half di-
ameter. Digging to the depth of 18 feet, there was
found a Roman patera (fig. 1. & 2.): about 6 feet
deeper, the jug, fig. 3: near by, among the rubbith,

the ftone, fiz. 4; a fmall millftone, about 18 inches

diameter : then another patera, with two handles, in
other particulars of the fhape and fize as fig. 2. but
unfortunately miflaid, and not now to be found.
Intermixed with thefe were found fragments of horns,
bones of feveral fizes, half-burnt fticks, and many
pieces of leather, feemingly fhreds of worn-out thoes.
Having funk to the depth of 36 feet, they found the
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bottom of the pit concave, like that of a dith or
bowl. There was a fenfible moifture, and moftly
wet clay, in all parts of the pit. On each fide there
were holes at due diftances, capable of admitting a
human foot, by which perfons might defcend and
afcend. There is no doubt but this work muft have
been intended for a well : but a pit fo deep, and of
fuch narrow dimenfions, muft have been funk thro’
a ftony ground with much difficulty, and with tools
very different from thofe now in ufe.

Coming to the fpot on the 22d of May laft with
Henry Davies, Efq; proprietor of the land, who firft
favoured me with the notice of this difcovery, I
found, on the higher part of the tenement, in a field
called the Rounds, the remains of a fort: the length
of it, bearing nearly north and fouth, was 152 feet;
the breadth, from eaft to weft, about 136 feet. The
fofs on the outfide is ftill difcoverable; the walls
difmantled, but fufficient remains to thew, that the
work was reilinear, with the angles rounded off;
a manner of fortifying, which the Romans were ge-
nerally fond of, as may be feen by their ftations per
lineam valli (Horlley Britannia Romana, p. 113, and
many other places). At the north corner, B, there
was an additional building, projecting outwards be-
yond the rampart, about 30 feet long, not quite fo
wide : at the fouth angle at D there are the figns of
a building of like kind : thefe were the proceftria of
the fort. The fhape and fize of the work, as it
ftands at prefent, may be feen in the drawings an-
nexed, fig. 8.

Upon examining the rubbifh near the pit, I found
the cut ftone, fig. 5. part of a large ftone vafe, and

~ part
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part of an earthen fepulchral urn : Ifound alfo fome
fragments of leather: all which, with what was
found before, and brought me, I fhall beg leave to
defcribe, with a few obfervations..

Fig. 1. and 2. are two views of the patera: it was
made of tin, the 20th of an inch thick, four inches
and a half wide at the brim, but growing narrower
downwards, was at the bottem, which was flat, two
inches and a half in diameter. The bottom of the
infide is reprefented, fig. 1. in its real fize. Fig.a. is
the fide of the fame patera, by the fcale annexed.
The Roman patera was not always of the fame di-
menfions. When it was of the larger fize, its ufe is
well known to have been for receiving the blood of
the vi&tim, or to be carried before the priefts with
other offerings; but when of {fmaller dimenfions (as
this is), either to offer libations of water, oil, or
wine, on the altar (whence on medals the hand fo
often ftretched out, holding the patera towards the
altar), or to participate the rites of facrifice by drink-
ing. 'This patera had no anfa, or handle ; tho’ that
which is loft, and has been mentioned above, had
one on each fide: and indeed thofe found in England
generally have. Mr. Addifon obferves [Trawels, of
his works, p. 114.], that it is not fo common to find
paterz with handles to them abroad ; but that a pa-
tera without 2 handle would be as fingular here [in
England] as one with it at Rome : and Mr. Horfley,
(p. 191), that all patere, which he had feen upon any
altars in Britain, had handles, the’ of different fizes
and fhapes: but it may be obferved, that the five
patere, which I have feen found in Cornwall, never
had.any, and are therefore the more semarkable. It

_ is
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is more rare ftill to find thefe feemingly trifling cups
and dithes infcribed to a particular deity; but moft
uncommon to fee them diftinguifhed by the names
of the donor and his father, as well as the name of
the deity to which they were dedicated. This patera,
found at Boffens, about three miles north-eaft of St.
Michael’s Mount, is a fingular inftance of the latter
ufage, and has the following infcription engraved on
its bottom, in fhape, and fize, and circular line, as

in fig, 1.

Ay /I1°c//1/rv/ Jgrv)u F Ao MATTH

Which I read thus, till better information. Livius
Modeflus Driuli (or Douiuli) f. (for filius) Deo
Marti.

The two firft words are very plain (tho’, like the
whole, a mixture of Greek and Roman chara&ers),
and not rare in Roman hiftory.  Livius is too well
known to need any comment; and as it is well
known, that the virtues oftentimes gave names to
perfons, it is as certain, that modefty among the
reft had that privilege. Sometimes the perfon, who
had this name, was called Verecundus [ Diis Manibus
Verecundi, in a Roman monument at Skirway in
Scotland ; Horfley, 199: and the fame name is to be
traced in another monument, I4d. Plate 64. N°. X.]
Here it is Modeftus, of which we have alfo inftances,
as Pubkus Zlius Modeflus Prafectus, who dedicated
an altar to Hercules, fé:d. Pl. 16. N°, XLI1.; and
Caius Murrius Modeftus miles in Somerfetfhire, Ibid.
Pl 75, N°. IL.

The
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The letters in general of this infcription are badly
fhaped ; but in the third word particularly the cha-
ra&ers are more perplexed than in the reft. The firft
letter is the Grecian fmall de/za; the fecond I take to
be the little 70 of the Greeks reverfed (viz. with the
long ftroke on the right, inftead of its being as ufual
on the left hand): the other letters are more truly
delineated, tho’ fomewhat crowded : fo that I take
this word to be Driuli, a name, which I do not re-
colle& to have met with before: but if the fecond
letter fhall appear to the learned to be more likely
intended for the Greek charater s, or ox, this word
will then be Douiuli, or Duilii, a name very ho-
nourable among the Romans. F ftands for filius,
as ufual ; and the two laft words are beyond doubt
Deo Marti. ‘The language is Roman; but the 2,
9, A, » (which in the words Modeflus and Deo is
ufed for the Latin ¢), and the 7o, or ¢, are proper te
the Grecian alphabet. The R in Marti is fingular,
intended for P, the Greek capital Ro; but inftead of
the femicircular part joined to the upright, thro’ the
incorre@nefs of the engraver, it has a demi-hexagon,
like a canopy, over the upright line. ‘The o is
oval, not round as with the Latins; and the A has
no tranfverfe ftroke. The other letters are common
to the Greeks and Romans.

That this Latin infcription thould have fo much of
the Greek chara&er is remarkable. It is well known,
that the Druids ufed the Greek letters. 'Whether the
perfon, who confecrated this patera to Mars, might
intruft the engraving to one of the Druid fe&, or
whether the engraver was one of the auxiliary co-
horts and natives of Greece, as the Thracian and

Vor. LL D Dalmatian



[ 18]

Dalmatian horfe (for fuch we certainly had in Britain),
it is in vain to inquire ; but neither of thefe conjec-
tures is improbable. There are, I think, but two
Infcriptions in the Greek language as yet found in
Britain ; but in the Latin language this feems to me
the only one as yet difcovered in the iftand written in
Greek charaers.

Fig. 3. is a jug or jar (of tin alfo) containing four
quarts one pint and § of a quartern, wine meafure :
its weight 7 1 9 3oz, It is the praefericulum of an-
tiquasians, a veflel ufed to bring the holy water, or
other facred liquor, to the altar, It feems to have
had that name from its being carried in proceffion
before the priefts in a kind of {hallow bafon (which
Feftus chufes rather to call the prafericulum, as fee
Montfaueon de pateris, tom. ii.), in much the fame
manner as the bafon and ewer were formerly ufed
among us.

Fig. 4. & 5. are of ftone. The firft and largeft
weighs 14.1b 1 02. (avoirdupois) and 11 dwss. amount-
ing, if I miftake not, to 18 i Roman and 337 grains.
The fecond and fmaller ftone weighs 416 142, (avoir-
dupois) and 7 dwss. or 516 ¥ Roman and 94 grains,
By the holes thefe flones have near the top, they
were probably defigned as weights, wheteby provifions
were bought for, and afterwards thared amang, the
foldiers of the fort.

The ancients fometimes made their weights of
ftone, and of different fhapes, round, reangular,
and conical: fometimes they were of marble, as
thofe exhibited by Gruter, p.231, 222. (as Kemp
quotes him), and that in the Monumenta Kempiana,
P 152. and in ether repofitorics, Thefe hercb arl«r;
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both of the dove-coloured Cornifh granite, difcoloured
as it feems by fire. But the ancients {eem not to
have made their weights of ftone by choice, but for
want of metal; for they could not be ignorant, that
lead, brafs, or iron, was more compa@, ponderous,
and durable; and that ftone was liable to become
heavier, by affuming into its fubftance the moifture
and weight of adjacent bodies, and on the other
hand to be corroded, and become more porous and
lighter, by means of any penetrating acid, or heat
~or drought ; and fo either exceed or fall fhort of the
intended ftandard, Thefe inconveniences of ftone
weights the ancients, I fay, could not but forefee;
they are dlterations which the materials could hardly
efcape: and therefore I conjecture, that the weights
before us have varied : they both exceed the number
of Roman pounds, which they were probably at firft
adjufted to. The great weight indeed has been in-
creafed but a fmall matter, v:. 337 grains more than
18 pounds; the fmall one more in proportion, wiz.
1406 grains more than § pounds, ‘. e. above a quarter
of a pound : nor is it to be wondered at, that, the’
both of the fame fort of ftone, they fhould have
acquired different quantities of weight for the addi-
tion muft have been according te the nature of the
rubbifh in which they have lain. If there were any
metallic ores (iron, for inftance, copper, or tin) or
impregnated waters, in the rubbith, where thefe
ftones were depofited, then the addition would be
great, otherwife the addition would be no more than

that of common moifture or earth.
Fig. 6. is part of a vafe or bowl, femetimes made
of brafs, or richer metal, but her¢ of flone. This,
D) Iap-
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T apprehend, is what Feftus calls the prefericulum

Prafericulum, inquit Feflus, vas @eneum, fine an/d,
appellatum patens fummum, ut pelvis, quo ad facrificia
utebantur in Sacrario. Montfaucon, tom. ii. p- 142.);
and by its gradually increafing thicknefs towards the
bottom, appears to have been of like defign with
that exhibited in the dntiguities of Cornwall, plate
xxi. fig. 5. p. 274. ‘'This vafe was of curious grey
granite, formed by turning, well polithed within,
fomewhat difcoloured without, as if it had fuffered
by fire.

The {mall millftore, by the fmoothnefs of one
fide, thews that it had been much ufed; and was
fuch, without any material difference, as is now ufed
in the iflands of Scilly (and elfewhere) for hand-
mills to grind corn in times of fiege and confine-
ment, and muft be abfolutely neceffary in all forts.

The bones and horns may be fuppofed to have
belonged to animals, either facrificed, or killed for
the fuftenance of the garrifon : the athes, and half-
burnt fticks, are the remains of facred or culinary
fires. The fragments of leather are for the moft part

atched, and coarfely fewn together ; but one piece,
which I found more intire, may contribute perhaps
to thew us the thape of the Roman calceus of thofe
times; and may be feen fig. 7. by the fame fcale
with the reft. Some bits of leather were alfo pierced
with circular holes; but whether parts of the calceus,
cothurnus, or any border for the habit, armour, or
vehicle of the officers, enough does not remain to
decide.

I thall make no other refle¢tion at prefent on thefe
antiquities, than that thie infcription is_the firft difcoé

- vere
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vered in this county of fuch high antiquity ; and will
fatisfy the learned, that the Romans had penetrated
into the wefternmoft parts of Cornwall before the
empire became Chriftian : that the facrifical veffels,
the paterz, and prefericulum, are of tin, the natural
produ@ of Cornwall: the vafe, the weights, the
milltone, are alfo of Cornifh granite: and by the
walls, the religious utenfils, the weights, the quantity
of fhoes, bones, horns, vafes, urn, and afhes, this fort
appears to have been that of a fixed garrifon, not a
temporary occafional fortification : that by the thape
of this fort, and the antiquities difcovered in it, it
was a Roman fort,

I remain,
SIR,

Your moft obedient Servant,

William Borlafe.

IV. A new improved Silk-Reel. By zhe
Rev. Samuel Pullein, M, A,

Read Feb. 1, HE following paper, it is hoped,

1759 will help to promote the culture
of filk in our American colonies, and to bring it to
that perfe@ion, which at prefent is fcarce found in
any country but Piedmont.

When filk is reeled from the cocoons, the thread
is fmeared with the natural gum of the filk foftened
by the heat of the water out of waich it i; reeled.

If
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